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MINUTES of a meeting of the CABINET held in the Remote meeting using Microsoft Teams on 
TUESDAY, 20 OCTOBER 2020  
 
Present:  Councillor R Blunt (Chairman) 
 
Councillors R Ashman, R D Bayliss, T Gillard, N J Rushton and A C Woodman  
 
In Attendance: Councillors   
 
Officers:  Mrs B Smith, Mr J Arnold, Mr A Barton, Mrs T Bingham, E Tomlinson, Mr T Delaney 
and C Colvin 
 

32. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
No apologies for absence were received.   
 

33. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

34. PUBLIC QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION 
 
No members of the public had requested to speak at the meeting. 
 

35. MINUTES 
 
Consideration was given to the minutes of the meeting held on 29 September 2020.  
 
It was moved by Councillor T Gillard, seconded by Councillor R Bayliss and  
 
RESOLVED THAT  
  
The minutes of the meeting held on 29 September 2020 be confirmed as an accurate 
record.  
 
Reason for decision: To comply with the Constitution. 
 

36. MINISTRY OF HOUSING, COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT - 
CONSULTATION ON PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE WHITE PAPER 
 
Councillor R Ashman presented the report, which outlined the suggested changes to the 
planning system in the recent Planning for the Future White Paper, and set out the 
Council’s proposed response to the accompanying consultation.  
 
It was noted that the Local Plan Committee had considered the Council’s response to the 
consultation the previous week. The Local Plan Committee’s suggested amendments to 
the responses had been agreed with officers and the minutes of their meeting circulated to 
Cabinet in the Additional Papers.   
 
Members spoke in favour of the responses on the basis that the suggested changes to the 
planning system were in early stages and it was important to strike a balance between 
meeting the objectives of the government and being receptive to the needs of local needs 
and concerns.  
 
It was moved by Councillor R Ashman, seconded by Councillor R Bayliss and  
 
RESOLVED THAT 
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Cabinet responds to the consultation in respect of the Planning for the Future White Paper 
as set in questions 1 to 26 attached at Appendix A of the report, as amended by the 
minutes of the Local Plan Committee.  
 
Reason for decision: To determine the Council’s response to the consultation. 
 

37. LOCAL PLAN REVIEW – DRAFT OBJECTIVE 4 (SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT) 
 
Councillor R Ashman presented the report, which outlined a suggested change to Draft 
Objective 4 (Sustainable Transport) of the Substantive Local Plan Review since it had 
been considered by Cabinet on 23 July 2020. This was to reflect a change requested by 
Members of the Local Plan Committee in consultation with officers following their 
consideration of the Draft Objectives at their meeting on 29 July 2020.  
 
Thanks were expressed to the Local Plan Committee, which in recent years had emerged 
as a well-run committee capable of constructively engaging with many complex issues. 
 
It was moved by Councillor R Ashman, seconded by Councillor R Blunt and  
 
RESOLVED THAT 
 
Cabinet request the Local Plan Committee note the revised wording of Draft Objective 4 at 
paragraph 1.7 for inclusion in the next public consultation stage of the Substantive Local 
Plan Review.  
 
Reason for decision: The preparation of the Local Plan is a Cabinet function. 
 

38. FOOD SAFETY SERVICE DELIVERY PLAN 2020/21 
 
Councillor A Woodman presented the report, which requested approval for the Food 
Safety Service Delivery Plan 2020/21 and set out performance against the Delivery Plan 
for 2019/20.  
 
Members spoke in approval of the various improvements in performance and standards of 
local establishments as set out in the report and praised the hard work of the 
Environmental Health team, particularly during the disruption caused by COVID-19.  
 
It was moved by Councillor A Woodman, seconded by Councillor T Gillard and  
 
RESOLVED THAT 
 

1) That the Environmental Health Food Safety Service Delivery Plan 2020/21 
appended to the report be approved. 
 

2) That the performance and achievements in 2019/20 be noted.  
 
Reason for decision: To approve the content of the Food Safety Service Delivery Plan 
2020/21 as required by the Food Standards Agency. 
 

39. REVIEW OF CORPORATE GOVERNANCE POLICIES 
 
Councillor N Rushton presented the report setting out a suite of Corporate Governance 
Policies, which were regularly reviewed and updated to ensure they remained clear and 
transparent. The Audit and Governance Committee had also reviewed these Policies at 
their meeting on 22 July 2020 for which the minutes were included as an appendix to the 
report.  
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Members believed it was important for transparency that reports setting out these policies 
were published to set out the work undertaken by the Council in these areas.     
 
It was moved by Councillor N Rushton, seconded by Councillor T Gillard and  
 
RESOLVED THAT  
 

1) The comments from the Audit and Governance Committee at its meeting on 22 
July 2020 be noted. 
 

2) The Corporate Governance Policies listed in paragraph 2 of the report be 
approved.  

 
Reason for decision: To ensure that the Council has an up to date suite of governance 
policies in place reflecting the law and best practice. 
 

40. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
It was moved by Councillor T Gillard, seconded by Councillor N Rushton and  
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
In pursuance of Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public 
be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the business to be 
transacted involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3 
of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act and that the public interest in maintaining this 
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information. 

 
Reason for decision: To enable the consideration of exempt information. 
 

41. PAYROLL PROVISION SOFTWARE - AWARD OF CONTRACT IN EXCESS OF 5 
YEARS 
 
Councillor N Rushton presented the report, as the proposal was to award a contract for 
the provision of payroll and HR services in excess of five years it was required to come to 
Cabinet for approval.  
 
Members spoke in favour of the proposal to work with another Local Authority partner 
going forward.  
 
It was moved by Councillor N Rushton, seconded by Councillor R Bayliss and  
 
RESOLVED THAT  
 
Cabinet authorises the Award of Contract for the provision of payroll and HR services to 
MHR International Limited as detailed in the report.  
 
Reason for decision: The Council wishes to award a contract for 5 years and 5 months 
so that the implementation phase can be initiated in time for an April 2021 ‘go live’ date. 
 

The meeting commenced at 5.00 pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 5.17 pm 
 

 


